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Indonesian Stamps, mirrors of political turmoil

1945-1949

Jean-Pierre Hoesli

Membre #23 APO
Indonesia today
Summary:
Surface area: 1904 569 km? (20% of Canada)
Population: 237 424 363 inhabitants (7 times Canada)
Number of islands: 17 000 (6 000 occupied)
Climate: Tropical, 95% fertile
Sources: tripod.com, vanstamp.com, DaiNippon.nl, Wikipedia.org
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In 1602, the Vereenigte Oost-Indische Companie
(VOC) has been established to control and manage
Dutch commerce in Asia. This organization was
extremely successful until 1885 when it was
bankrupt and consecutively nationalized. The
region of the territory occupied by the actual
Republik of Indonesia was then to become the
Dutch colony of Netherlands Indies or Ned. Indies.
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Japanese Occupation

Preliminary Edition: Overprints of 1942:
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In December 1941, the colony was a
member state of the anti-fascist alliance and
had to declare war to Japan (At this point of
time, Germany had already occupied the
Netherlands itself). As a result, the territory
of Ned. Indies was conquered and occupied
by Japan. The sheer size of the region and
the number of islands to be administered
made the Japanese dividing their conquest
into three parts: The army placed Java and
Sumatra under their control, The Marine
controlled the Eastern Territories like
Borneo, and the Riau archipelago was
integrated into the occupied Malaya (Riau
returned to Indonesia after the war).

The dominating head of the independence
movement was Kusno Sosrodihardjo,
better known as Sukarno, assisted by the
head of the political wing of the revolution
Mohammad (Bung) Atta (Unfortunately,
there are no stamps showing Atta). On July
4 1927, Sukarno founded the Algemeene
Studieclub and, thereafter the pro-
independence party, Partai Nasional
Indonesia (PNI). Imprisoned many times
because of his ideas, Sukarno took
advantage of the Japanese occupation to
further steer his country to independence
by collaborating with the occupying forces.
The independence of Indonesia was
declared on August 17, 1945 and Sukarno
was president for the independent
Indonesia from 1945 to 1966.

Remembrance Day to mark the 10"
anniversary of the 1% Declaration of
Independence.
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Repoeblik Indonesia

Japan surrendered on August 15, 1945. Followed a period of confusion where the Japaneses were
invited to continue administration on some islands, where the Dutch were trying to recover some others
(Ned. Indies Civil Affairs, Nica), or where they started to reoccupy some regions of the main islands of
Sumatra and Java. At the same time, the negotiations for the independence have begun while the
revolutionary party had declared independence (August 17). During this time of confusion, there were
more than 50 different local postal authorities using stamps with their own local overprints!
Beginning of the Civil War

e ¢ Sumatra and Java had been liberated by the British who
| R strove for a negotiated peace agreement with the
Indonesians and the Dutch. The Dutch, however, were
opposed to any settlement. They occupied the principal
cities and tried in 1947 to restore their authority by
implementing a regime of terror they called Police Action.
This was the beginning of the civil war.

The civil war ended on July 6, 1949 with the resumption of
the negotiations and the return of the Indonesian
representatives in the capital Djakarta (Merdeka means
Free).

The stamp on the left is of the series “Vienna Issues”
which did not have any real value or postal use.

Republik Indonesia

The Dutch police actions lead to a resolution of the UN Security Council and an embargo by the United
States forcing the Dutch to resume the negotiations and to recognize the Republic of Indonesia. That
lead to the establishment of the Republik Indonesia Serikat (R.1.S. or United States of Indonesia) which
included roughly the territory of today's Indonesia. The R.1.S was dissolved in April 1950 when the actual
Indonesian Republic was born (Republik Indonesia).

RIS-Stamps
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The revolutionary Stamps

During the turmoil 1945-1949, the revolutionary Repoeblik used mainly pre-war stamps and Japanese
occupation stamps overprinted locally. Some stamps were printed locally or in other countries but even
under the Republik regime, stamps were rare and overprinted and surcharged former stamps were used.
Furthermore, many issues were never used for postage; they were simply issued for political publicity or
sold to confused philatelist. The following examples show some examples of the rich variety of stamps
issued during the transition period, commonly known as Revolutionary Period.

SUMATRA (Repoeblik):

1945 Stamps of Netherlands Indies (Ned. Indies) overprinted by Japan and overprinted
again by Indonesia:

Manual overprint

1946 First stamps printed locally

1947 Introduction of a new currency

Examples of the vast variety of overprints (all stamps are from the same series)
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JAVA (Repoeblik)
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Overprints on Ned. Indies stamps

Overprints on Japanese stamps
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Surcharge on the Ned. Indies stamps.
Note the overprints on the 1 Guilder stamp

Transitional stamps /ndonesia

First stamps of the United States of In-
donesia

Coat of Arms of the Republik of
Indonesia

OTHER

Among the stamps that did not have a postal use, we find the “Vienna Issues” series printed
for the purpose of revolutionary propaganda and also to confuse and deceive philatelists. Other
stamps issued by subsequent separatist movements were also not legal and had no postal value
(Republik Maluku Selatan 1950; Negara Islam Indonesia 1953; Pemerintah Revolusioner Republik
Indonesia (P.R.R.l.) 1959; Republik Rakjat Indonesia 1965; Negara Kesatuan Kalimantan Utara 1964;
Organisasi Papua Merdeka (O.P.M.) 1978). There are some regional or local issues that do exist but
have no philatelic value as well.

Stamps from Irian Barat and Riau Archipelago, however, are legitimate and have been used for
postal service.

Those of you who collect stamps from Indonesia 1945-1949 and who would be interested to join a

discussion and exchange group are invited to contact me at jphoesli@yahoo.ca. | would like to express
my gratitude to Mr. Ronald Lefebvre for his assistance and carefully reviewing this manuscript.




